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This brief is available on the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) Accountability web site, 

www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing. 

 

This publication and the information contained within must not be used for personal or financial gain. North 

Carolina school system/school officials, teachers, parents, and students may download and duplicate this 

publication for instructional and educational purposes only. Others may not duplicate this publication without 

prior written permission from the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.   

 

Purpose of the NC Check-Ins  
The NC Check-Ins for English Language Arts (ELA)/Reading and Mathematics are formative 

benchmark assessments administered throughout the school year to provide teachers and parents with 

immediate feedback for guiding subsequent instruction. To design the NC Check-Ins, the NCDPI/Test 

Development Section invited teachers to collaborate and develop recommendations for a prioritization 

of the standards indicating the relative importance of each standard, the anticipated instructional time, 

and the appropriateness of the standard for different question types. The NC Check-Ins are aligned to 

the NC Standard Course of Study (NCSCS).  
 
Participation 
School participation in the NC Check-Ins is voluntary and open to all local education agencies (LEAs) 

and charter schools. For the 2017–18 school year, the following NC Check-Ins are available  

• Grades 4–6 Mathematics 

• Grades 5–7 ELA/Reading  
 

All students who are enrolled in grades 4–6 (according to PowerSchool) and participate in the End-of-

Grade (EOG) Mathematics Assessment, and all students who are enrolled in grades 5–7 (according to 

PowerSchool) and participate in the ELA/Reading EOG Assessment may participate with or without 

accommodations in the NC Check-Ins.  
 
Administration Windows 
LEAs/charter schools can determine the administration days for each NC Check-In within the NCDPI 

designated windows. The NC Check-In windows are as follows: 

NC Check-In 1: October 16–November 20, 2017 

NC Check-In 2: January 2–February 14, 2018 

NC Check-In 3: March 1–April 13, 2018 
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Testing Formats 

The NC Check-Ins are provided in paper-and-pencil and online formats. Online administrations of the 

NC Check-Ins are required through NC Test. All test items are formatted specifically for online 

presentation and presented on the screen one test item at a time. LEAs and charter schools 

administering the NC Check-Ins online should review the technical requirements at 

http://center.ncsu.edu/nct/ for updates and to ensure their technology capability can support online 

testing. 
 
Quick Facts about the NC Check-Ins 

• The NC Check-Ins are provided in paper-and-pencil and online formats.  

• The ELA/Reading NC Check-Ins contain all multiple-choice items.  

• The Grade 4 Mathematics NC Check-Ins contain all multiple-choice items.  

• The Grades 5 and 6 Mathematics NC Check-Ins contain multiple-choice and gridded response 

items. Gridded response items require students to write and fill in numerical answers on their 

answer sheets rather than to select answers from several choices. For online testing, students 

type a numerical answer into a text box. All gridded response questions appear in the calculator 

inactive portion.  

• The Mathematics NC Check-Ins are in two parts: The first part is calculator inactive; the 

second is calculator active. Note: The Grade 4 Mathematics NC Check-In 1 contains calculator 

inactive questions only.  

o For the calculator inactive part, students are not allowed to use a calculator.  

o For the calculator active part, students can use a calculator.  

• Students with disabilities may use the same accommodations for the NC Check-Ins that are 

specified in their current Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), Section 504 Plans, or EL 

documentation for the ELA/reading EOG assessment. The IEP, 504, and/or EL teams do not 

have to reconvene and document the accommodations for the NC Check-Ins. 
 

North Carolina End-of-Grade Assessment 

At the end of the school year, students participating in the NC Check-Ins will take the NC English 

Language Arts/Reading and Mathematics End-of-Grade (EOG) assessments.  
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